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SECTION 1

OPERATIONS IN THE TOTAL EXCLUSION ZONE

1. The Total Exclusion Zone, of 200 nautical miles radius
around the Falkland Islands, was established at 1100Z on 30 April.
The main body of the Task Force entered the TEZ that day and
commenced operations to establish air and sea superiority in the
area.

PORT STANLEY AIRPORT

2. One of the first priorities was to deny the enemy free use of
Port Stanley airfield. On the morning of 1 May Vulcan aircraft,
operating with tanker support from Ascension Island, conducted a
bombing raid on Port Stanley airfield. Twenty one 1,000 1b bombs
were dropped on the airfield, and subsequent photographic
reconnaissance showed that limited damage had been achieved to

the runway. Shortly after the Vulcan raid Sea Harriers from the
Task Force followed up with bombing and photographic reconnaissance
runs. During the night ships of the Task Force conducted Naval

Gun Fire Support (NGS) con Stanley airfield.

3. There were three further Vulcan raids on Port Stanley Airfield
in May and Sea Harriers attacked on numerous occasions. However,
the airfield was not completely closed, thus confirming the
difficulty of airfield denial operations using old, conventional
metal bombs. The raids did, however, succeed in disrupting
Argentinian resupply, destroyed a number of airecraft on the ground,
as well as eguipment and sgpplies.

SUBMARINE OPERATIONS

4, On 2 May the Rules of Engagement (ROE) for SSNs were revised
to allow attacks on any Argentinian warships outside the TEZ and
at 18567 that day, HMS CONQUEROR fired a salvo of 3 torpedoes at
the cruiser GENERAL BELGRANO. Two struck and the BELGRANC sank
with the loss of some 40C lives. This successful attack was to
have a profound effect on future maritime operations, as after
picking up survivors from the BELGRANO, the Argentinian Navy
retired to within the 12 mile limit of territorial waters and

did not dare to show themselves again throughout the Falkland
Islands campaign. Our submarines were instructed not to interfere
with rescue operations after this sinking. A fuller description
of Submarine Operations is given in Section 5.

ASSESSMENT OF THREAT

5. From the beginning of the month there were indications that
the Argentines intended to launch major air attacks against the
Task Group, certainly from the mainland and possibly also from

the CVA, 25 DE MAYO. In the event all air attacks against the

Task Group were launched from mainland airfields, although aircrafzt
Taken from 25 DE MAYD were involved. In anticipation of attacks

-1-
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¢f explosives hes created many a pood tale for the future. Iowever, the
vemoval of the 18500 1bs of equipment censiderably improved stoware probloms
‘n the fore-ends.

COMUHICATICHS | ' .

8. Froblems associated with coununications (4rnex F) started with the damage
o the wircless mast and becsme sicadily worse by the 27th.

the Commznd believed that with no HP and unreliable SETAS
~gception, the submarine weuld be forced to withdraw from the Cperation for a
vireless nast change. Cvernight 27/26th the submarine remazined within CHF
range of TG 317.9, awaiting instructions and in & thorouzbly deprossed franme
nf mind., However, after an excnange of signals, COR 155 was received at 280730
from CTG, allocating areas in the yicinity of the FPalklard Islands. By
snference. this showed the Command that dezvite the cosrunications wrohlens,
Uporation CORPORATE was sti1l on Tor COMQUEROE, Huch heartened, the =ubmarine
dived at 0650 and started the transit to tae Wosk., Operation PARAQUET complate
ard re-joining Operation CORPORATE. - "o

AUTI-SATPPIIG DATROL TO SOUTH AHD SOCTH HESD OF SaLEIANID ISTANDS
Y8 APRTL 10 G MAY "

‘9, The firet week after re-joining Cperation CORPORATE was spent on sn ASY
atral to the South and South West of the Felkland lglands, operating lusiis
ond putside the 200 mile Total ¥xclusion Zone (TE4). Alihough not formally

“agsisned as such, the subnarine was operating on associated support to TG 317.8 .
nitisl irstructions were to locate and repain with the Arpentinian Task Grovp
‘G 79.%. This was thought to consict of the Crulser BRLGRANO, the destroyers
OUCIHARD and BUBKD in cempany with the eiler PUERTO ROSALES and parhaps the
wig GURRUCHAGA., The Torce was éssessed to bs conducting operntions in shallow
:ater gone forty wiles to the Horth of ISLA' BE LO3 BSTADOS. In addition, tihe
ubmarine was ordered to report early any qndication that the group was reading
woerds South Ceorgia. I

i . [

A

- JMCUNTCATIONS

20, The subperine surfaced at 301125 to ptieam the ANG wive with its EF teil “
in order to improve HF broadeast reeepticn.' The Command w2s concernsd ifoat the
streemed wire nmizht lead to counter-isiection by cloae ASW units but responded
to the advice of CTG. In retrospect, this proved fo be an excellent dacision,
“ho combination of inpreoving HF receptic as the subtmarine moved Wsst, tagether
sith RILLPRRAT, SSTIS recanticn, meant th 't althonzh communications reeestion
remained 2 prohlem, it was now containarle;

a
"

DETECTICH OF WG 79,3

ction and subsequent trail of 76 79.3 is discussed fully I
O1. Iriiial detzeciion waﬁ rade on the ciler FPUHRTO ROSALE

ture at 301645 on the iowed srray 2t a reconstructied
xeesz of fifty miles. After closing ihe bearing overnight, the g

!
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detectzd on breedband sonmar at 010620 Fay and signied visually av 1254,

© EOHOUEROR manocuvred into a treiling position on the port quarter ol the
groun, renorted centact and proceeded o trail the shing fast at twelve knots,
skirting the 722 by twenty miles.

CATRACE 21 76 79,5 ' :
22, . At 020805, the force reversed course and increased speed slighily and
gpperred to he heading back towarda ARGENTIHA. By 1625, CONQUERORN had received
new 0% that alloved attack on Armentinian warships outside the TBZ. The
subzarine went deep to eloss the griup and subsequertly carried cut a successful
Hark @ torpedo attaclk on the Cruissr BrLORANQ, This resulted in two hits that
genl. ker about onz hour later. Intelligence intercant later reported the

" destrovay SOUCHARD had claimed to bave been hit by a torpedo that Tziied to
detonate, If true, this could have accounted for the third torpedo and would
coryalaie with sonar recordings of a third hit. This was undoubledly the
highlight of *ha patrol and is claimed as the most Southerly en=zazenent in
the 'South Atlantic io date by a Royal iaval wership. It is coverzd fully in
Byert Report 02. Random depth charginy oy the tiwo destroyers cauged CONZUIRCR
to withdraw at speed to the Scuth before cirelirg slowly to the BURDYCOD EATTE/
1SLA DE LOS ESTADCS Gap to hopefully re-attack the roturning destroyers.

L ¢
INVISTIGATION OF SA2 DATUM .

' 23, On 4th, while patrelling towarda the BELGRANO Tatum, a merchant ship, later
idertified as vrobably lhe converted hospital ghivn MY BAHIA PARATSO, wad daizcted
ard subseguently trailed te the Argentinizn SAR Datum. Other units visnally
gigited on the sdpreh wers the tug CUFRUCELGA, the two SUMNIR Clase desircyers
and a 707 aiversft and 2 small helicopier. Since new ROZ denied atvack on
wver hips engage{ in SAR activity, the submarine withdrew to the Hlorth, leaving
tha destroyers unmolested. '

FECT2CTIGN OF KEE_SHEF?EEHﬁ " TF \

wd5, At 041945, TOR 150 was recoived, orvdoring CONQUYROR to protect the dapaged
: FIZLD from peszible BXOCKT attack by the destroyers BOUCEARD ard 3UTHO, Tha
auriurine moved sast iz resuorse and erent twelve hours on vafrol in the L
East cornar of hex gsrea, Afier recsivi of further sipmals that sadly suze

E2XPISLD was not,worth protectine and thal changed the 202 to allow atiact
the [SUTNIEZR Class daostroyers, COWIURESR noved South West to cleose several contactis
in the vicinity of the 3AR Datua. ' -

i

SEIIL 0T SUPWHTL KR “ ' : -
- ~ — -

\

25. | Vnsre follmweé a confusing seven hour perioed when the submarine nade contzck
deep in poit visibility with 2t laast thrse ships ard then trailed deep and|Tast
vhe' wns thourht 4o te $wo of them - 2 merchant vessel and possibly a warshi
Rﬁturning to v2riscope depth afier & prolonzgad stern chase, the contacts were
6itited 23 one hersvyily lzden supertandcer on trarsit West. The two destrsysra

2 latection. 'The followins morning, CUF 205 vwas received revortiag
U0s dere en route to USHYAIL for rerairs that included urexploded

L .
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c. On.receipt of the gporopriate ROZ, COHOULTOR conductsd a
torpedo attzck on the Cruiser BAILGRALD resulting in twe hits,
st.bsequently sunk indiecating that there is
torpadd attack arxzingt a suitable target. Thia is claimed os the n

scutherly Royal liaval engagensnt in the ATLANTIC to date.

still a rele for thz lark

23

mark &
e ship

8

ozt

d. After the deatruction of the BILGRANO, Arrentinien Maval Units ceased

! te operate outside territorial vaters
weter of 'El RINCON ofr Pta B2LCRANO,

#ith the excevtion of the
This reduced the threst to the ozl &r

snallow

OUT .

e. Damage Lo the wirzless mast on the 20th Awril severely desraded CONGUERCR's
orerational ability necessitating long hours at perizcope dent

tc receive traffic,

RACO; IS DATIONS

-ﬁt a. The membars of the Ship's Conpaoy nam=d in CONQUAB(OR's AJA/ 1 oF/une
: 1C20012 Jun are receommended for immediate awards i

bravery or meritorious service,

in mecogmitidn of

ttennting

their

b. Ship and UKSUHCAMS Staff ghould rmget to discuss fully the Coapmunicetions

cdifficulties exverienced with a view

e, The recommendations in Annex F concerning Comrunications

to eliminat

with & view to improving Communications Control.

14

r ) b 3

.

-I have the henour to be,

51?, N
Your ﬂbodjz 4 Sarvant

CL UREWGEDWB.?ET
Covpavder, Royal Havy
Comuanding Qificer

ing tham betore the next patrol.

should be studied



ANNEX 6F

RULES OF ENGAGEMENT FOR SSNs AT 30 APRIL

¥1. Because the MOD considered that the rules in FOT1 0204 were
Hpsufficiently explicit to be used for OPERATION CORPORATE, 14
Fepacial rules for SSNs were drawn up (Annex A) and issued to
EMOJUENAVY's O71045Z APR. Subsequently ROE 5 was amended twice,
B(MIDUK's 1014482 and 160849Z), firstly to read; "...... may be

EPr :sumed to be Arg and may be attacked" and finally to read,
A1y Submarine detected not classified nuclear may be presumed
to be Arg and may be attacked".

?2; The following rules were extant at the end of April:-
¥ CORPORATE

ﬁf i. INSIDE MEZ

£ 4 (Warships and Auxiliaries may be attacked)
E.- 5. (Submarines may be attacked)

12. (Continue Patrol after first successful attack)
13. (SITREPS required on Arg Forces).

ii. OUTSIDE MEZ

1. (Carry out surveillance MT 25 MAY)
3. (25 MAY only may be attacked)
(Submarines may be attacked)
e 10. (Report after first successful attack)

s 13. (SITREPS required on Arg Forces),

:3. The following rules were in force for OPERATION PARAQUET but
‘&r: now in abeyance.
By

s i. INSIDE 200NM OF SOUTH GEORGIA

4. (Warships and Auxiliaries may be attacked)
5. (Submarines may be attacked)
13. (SITREPS required on Arg Forces)

¥ ii. OUTSIDE 200NM OF SOQUTH GEORGIA

1. (Carry out surveillance)
5. (Submarines may be attacked)
13. (SITREPS required on Arg Forces). .

o g‘.‘??ﬁ'é’.s‘-’.‘ﬁ"f UESAN e

6F-1

&

SECTION 6

30
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j;;ES Received COR 153, 155, 156. Reizonable recepiion on the wire,
f B - 268/092 T - 05 Very similzr to T - 04
R 100 Position 54 295 62 23W
: Weather Wind 10 ¥nots from 270 Vis 6 LR
Seastate 2 Trom 270 538 2
Cloud 40" SVl not taken
00,5 CO_COM:ENT

COR 153 states BELGRANO Group (79.3) Y% thought to he in Area

KIGUSL (54105, B4 40d)} at 3014003. Area MIGUEL is some 79 NM from
me to the VNV, T - 05's filtered besrings (diesel signature) fall
across this Area. It is a good point in vhich to operszte becouse:-

a. Average depth of water is about 65H
b. It sits behind a 29¥ shallow patch
c. It is under ARG Air Cover

d. It is only 35 NM from the TEZ.

I am now between MIGUEL and the route to S.GUORGIA. Intention is

to close the shellow water overnight and investigate the Area tomorrow
morning. If they are there, one can only say our intellipence support
is EXCZLLENT.

47 U6 Sunset

5 w9 CO DATLY SUMMARY

Surfaced this morasing to stream my wire and HF tail and to test UHF
emergency aerial, The latter proved that my problems are in my acrials
as SS5IXS vworked perfectly on it.

Have been heading towar’s the Area MIGUZL all day as iniellipence
sugrests this is vhere TG 79.3 will be. Hopefully my diesel Tonal

is the first contact that will lead me {o them.

e TURDAY 1 MAY 1982

;08 CO_COMMZHT

Received COR 159 - Hew Area Allocalion. Areas allocated leave out

two blocks - Dog Two Xray and Yankee, 60 hy 70 KM to West of LOS ESTAD 03,
This does not make sense. Sent Sitrep 21/8? asking for the r ason.

B¢ 00 B - 297/153 T - 06. Group of unstable lines.

Ri( 20 C/C 150 t~ resclve ambiguity of T - 06 N
Ry B - 280 T - 06 possibly pearing whine (from TG 79.37)

B-55
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1a 5~ CC COR:ENT

COR 160 (partielly decrypted) surgests 79.3 will leave Area KIGUZL
at 1600 to head East, possibly into T3Z. I will go an! have a look
now and then fzll back to deep water. .

B - 246.5 42 Faint aural contact 1 X 4 126 revs - pos:;';ibly V.

Position 54 06.55 63 20.8W
Weather Wind 15 kts from 310 Vis 10 KM
}' Seastate 2 from 310 555 3
oy Cloud 30 % SVP not taken
107 C/S 8 to close 542
00 FCS (Poor) S 42  286/36 kyds 090/9 AOB 16 starboadd
; i CO COMHEHT
’{ From GOP S42 appezrs to have baen steaming Forth at 10 krots over
'."3" last few hours, at a range now of T0 kyds. Aprears to he within
i 10 kyds of northern edpe of Area HIGUEL, If this contact is nart
R of T3 79.3 T exnect her to €/C South shortly.
FCS (Poor) S 42 286/70 kyds 180/10 AOB 74 Port. She has altered to
& the South.
' 1130 Sunrise. Hothing visual within 10 kyds
g '3 .
{ _{Hﬂ /D 210 ¢/5 15 C/C 275
CO_CORMENT
kL
Decided to go deep and increzse speed to 15 knols for 1 hour to get
lii to Arez MIGUEL for a search
g :_',:12}0 Entered Area KIGUEL
N
H 3
1§ 1249 c/D ¥D C/S 4 Visual search
r 1254 SPART EVEHT 0101 - INITIAL COUTACT WITH TG 79.%
t B_ 285 R - 10kyds S - 42 Unidentified Varship. Designated 5 - 02
F_f-_
B89 CO COMIENRT
b
' Five ships now in sight in fairly cleose forsction. Disposition
1 of the forces is
.‘ ' 2NAsis.
" (foss fub) b
f - “‘Elj,-—- ‘__..-'-" > /V
I *..--"'" Ve e e .ﬁ-".'-"'-'—
3 (o ol
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. . FCS {AVIRACE) of Group 272/11 Kyds 130/8 AOB 3& Port

CO_CORLERT

COKTACTS IDZHTIFIZD AS:-

542 = M- 02 A0 PUZRTA DE ROSALES

P05
Vs6 = B - 03 DD ALLEIN “Uil3R CLASS

¥ - 04  CCL BELGRANO
M - 05 DD ALLEN SUMNER CLASS

(DD's Probably BOUCHARD AND BUENA)

I have not seen the two masts to the left of 1 - 02/M - O4
again - possibly I was mistaken and there are only four contacts.

M - 02 and ¥ -~ 04 appear to be RASTNG.

Warner lool: - No Rackets

CO CONMERT

TG 79.3 is operating under a passive EdCON policy

C/C 350 to increase my distance off track from the TG.

FCS (GOOD) M - 03+ 191/4.1 ¥yds 130/9 AOB 119 Fort

FCS (GOCD) M - 04 193/5.1 kyds 155/10 AOB 142 Jort

CD COMKENT

M - 03 has crossed in front of K - 04, The disposition is now such
that there is a DD on either side of the CCL.

From set ups, the indication is an LLA of 120 -7. This will take
TG 79.3 straight to the centre of Area JULIAN

Intention is to open out on the port quarter of the group and shadow

Vlarner clearance - MNo racket

-

CO _COEMENT
Intention is to remain betuween 9 and 14 kyds from the sroup

B - 300 E - 63 1 Band Racket 1 sweep only. MHo classification

B-RR
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1429

1508?

1510

1514
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END SVERT 0101 - IKITIAL CONTACT 1T TG 79.3

CO D OF SVENT SITHARY

First contact with T& 79.3 was, in retrospect, T - 04 &8t 301645 last
night. This was the diesel signature from M - 02 the &0,
picked up at a range of approximat=ly 100 Kyds. This coupled with
the exceilent intelligence support erabled me to gein visual contact
at 1249 this sfternoon.
TG 79.3 consists of CC1 BELGRARO (M - 04)

DD's BOUCHARD AWD BUEHA (M - 03, I -05)

A0 PUGRTA DE ROSALIMS (M - 02)

. : Poasibly one tug

CCL BSLGRANO and AO PUERTA DE ROSALES were RASIRG on first gaining
visval contact which could account for the Groups slow S0A. The
Group's course will take it straight to the centre of Area JULIAN

M - 05 Rlack Smoke - possibly increasing speed, Hrn indication
from sonar,

White l'arocn seen above ¥ - 04.
CO CORMENT

1. The white Maroon has not caused any change in the groups
activity - perhaps it marks the end of the RAS?

2. VISUAL DESCRIFTION OF M —- 02 PUERTA DE ROGA!BS

MEMF white supeﬁstructure, dark Hull, dark fummel, white king posts.

3. Diesel sigrnature &45Hz, 36 Hz spscing indicates & cylinders
2 stroke engine.

4. From observation the TG does not appear Lo be conducting any
form of =zigzag

5. T is 28 WK outside the TEZ.

No response 551#5.

CO COli ENT

Have tried to clear a locating report on $51%S - wnsuceessful, Intend
going deep to close the sroup to 7 kyds and then returning to PD.

Assess e now 130/9.5

¢c/D 200 C/S 15 C/C 130
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¢c/c 230 ¢/5 10 - 1936 Ranging Mancsuvre

FCS (Average) MO2  142/13 kyds 130/13 AOB 168 Fort

c/c 115 ¢/s 15

¢/D ¥D

TG 79.3 mre still in the same disposition at 12 kyds. HLA _
130/13.5. Returned to FD in time to see A0 break away returning
to the NV. Remaining forces appear to have speeded up. They
need 12 knots to get to Area JULI 4K by 020200, Intention is to
increase to 21 knots to close,deep.

¢/D 200 C/s 21.

MO3's range now T kyds. C/D FD for visual set up.

C COREENT

Dispos’ tion unchanged at 12 kyds - MIA 130/12.

¢/D 200 C/S 16
Intend cleosing deep to 7 kyds

All contacts faded - possibly due to sroup slowing down
C/D PD for wvisual set ups

CO COMHENT
Disposition unchanged at 12 kyds. MILA 130f12

No success on S3IXS

Weather: Wind 15 knots from 300 Vis 10 NM
Seastate 2 from 200 588 2
Cloud 30% SVP nottaken

c/D 200 ¢/5 20

Position 54 475 62 57U
Weather as at 1925

C/5 16 to refine FCS
Disposition and FLA unchanged

- B-b0
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€/C 080 for 1936 Range and “CS (iverage)

M- 04 - 102/6 kyds 130/12 AOB 152 Stbd
H - 03 - 078/9,5 kyds 130/12 LOB 128 Sthd
Sunset
¢/D PD
FCS (GOOD) M - 03 080/8 kyds 130/12  AOB 130 sthd
3 M- 122/7.5 kyds 130/12 A0B 172 Stbd
: M- 05 167/5 ¥yds 130/12 AOB 14% Fort
i_jjg TG 79.3 are not turning Navigation lights. Tlost visually,
‘2181 ¢/D 200 ¢/s 21
Intention is to close to 9 kvds and then C/C and C/3 for 10936
range.
2:10 c/D 260 0/C Domestics
2:24 C/C 180 - ranging manceuvre
FCS (Average) ¥ - 05 131/12 kyds 130/12  AOB Right Astern
2550 FCS (Average) I - 04 156/6 kyds 110/13  AOB 134 Port
2512 B - 150, 2 Bangs heard from M - 04, Cause unknovn

2315 PCS (Good) M - (4  159/8 kyds 120/13 AOB 141 Fort

2359  CO DATLY SULMARY

Having followed the 'steer' from my intellirence support and

Tonal 05, I at last gained visual contact on TG 79.3 at 1250

thia afternoon.

I have remained in the trail for the last 11 hours. T6 79.3

have maintained an MLA in keeping with that suggested by my intelligence
support which has been of great assistance.

TG 79.3 are not burning Navigational lights so I shall maintain

the trail from deep - ready to conduct a TIGHR®ISH Attack should

TG 79.3 head north into the TEZ,

& good day - in contact with the Enemy at last!

B-61
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DAY 2 FAY 1982

€C/C and C’S as required for 1936 ran~ing manoeuvres on X - 04
FCS (/veraze) 196/16 kyds + 25 Fyds 130715 ACB 114 Sthd

B - 161 4 - O4 appesrs to h've stoppad

B- 161 K - 04 regained faint zural revs constznt 130
CC_COiii2nT

It appears that TG 79.3 have asltered course - perhaps to the
HE to close the TEZ as expected. T appear to be in & bow null
on kK - Q4.

C/C 250 to open DOT

I - 04 faded

H - 05 FiS (Foor) LOP 150¢/7 kyds 000/14  AOB 30 port
PCC 163/127 kyds 013/15  AOB 30 Port

CO COMHZERT

I think TG 79.3 may well have reversed course to approximately 300.
This puts me underfoot, as I had expected them to head NWerth and was
well placed on the port quarter for such a manoceuvre.

K -~ 05 FCS (poor) 137/4 kyds 295/14 AOB 22 Stbd
C/C 180 to get to the South of the group

C/C 080 for 1936 range
CO COMHENT

Having C/C 080 to apen DOT and vroduce a Test rivsht hearings rate,

the Rearing did not move which means that 16 79.% must be at lons range.
From the LOP it would apprear that the Group did alter to the Herth

a8 originally thourht, but then resumed its ori-inal course of 130

at 14 kts, which would account for their long range.

Intention is to C/S 21 and run down the bearing Tor 40 mirmites steering
110 to offset myself to the North. 1 believe the Group is now

20 kyds te the 3SE.

¢/s 21 ¢c/C 110

c/5 12
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B-080 M - 03
B-098 M - 04
B-120 M - 05

CO COMENT
TG 79.5 regained to the SE, range 14 kyds arproximstely. Intention
is to close at 21 knots for a further 30 minutes rointing the left

wing escort. If the group chenge course to the Horth I shall be
well placed.

M - 03 FCS {Poor) 120/14 kyds 100/14 AOB 160 Port
c/s 21 c/C Q80

¢/s-10
C/C as required for 1936 ranging. TG 79.3 now at & kyds

CO COMMINT

Expected TG to turn to the North in accordance w*th COR 160 but they
appear to be skirting the THZ 18 miles to the south ef it.

K - 04 FCS (Average) 142/10.4 kyds 100/14 AOB 176 Fort

CO_COMHENT

14 hours or so in the trail now shows that TG 79,7 are transitting

East skirting the TZZ at 20 KM - spe=d ahout 13 knots overall. Pausive
with very little overall alieration. Have besn trailing at ranges of

between 4 and 2¢ kyds at speeds up to 21 knots. Cruiser is held quite

easily inside 14 kyds and hur Destroyers inside 10 kyds.

M - 04 FCS (Average) 120/3.6 kyds 090/12.5 ACB 150 Port

¢/D PDh C/S 5 Routine, Fix and Domestics
Nothing visual TG 79.% obviously in darkened ship routine

B - 140, E - 49 2 sveepsl band from M -~ 05 Pogsibly for station
keeping

c/D 260 C/S 211 to elose TG 79.3 for 30 minutes.
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CO COMLENT
s ]
0530 - 0645 - At PD to clear LR 1/2, but signals r=ad on
HF Broadcast, channel 5 and BILAT!  Only signal down I believe
is COR 167

Received COR 168 - AM FORUO0SA from FI to mainland - well
to the HNorth of me.

COR 1T - BSu-pesis that T4 79.3 will move to 545 60W
~ bears 325/90 NI’ by Tirst light. They won't
nake it, kim is to attack Rl Units.
c/s 16

M-04 B-126
M - 03(or 05) B - 083

CO _COMMENT

I have now caught up with BELGRANO (M - 04). Intend staving about
5 kyds astern of her avaiting developments.

Position: 55 20.25 58.24W

Weather - Deep 533 3 - 14
; SVP 060 - 4825
260 - 4826

H - 04 FCS (Average} 348/%.u kyds 335/15 ACB 173 Stbd
CO _COMILENT
TG 79.3 appears to have C'v to the WYW.

H - 04 FCS (Poor) 320/1.5 kyds 280/15 AOB 140 Stbd
TG 79.3 appear to have started zigzarping

C/C as required for 1936 ranging

CO CORMENT

TG 79.3 have C/C back to ahout 270 rather then into the TEZ! SAD.
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M - 04 FCS |Average) 313/1.7 kyds  270/17 A0B 137 Port
Speed trom LOP is 14 knots

Suspect 563 may be BELGRANO, heing massked by M - 03,

CC CORMENT

last night ¥ - 0% and ¥ - 05, the two destroyers, were at
arproximately 160 revs and I - 04, BELGRANC was at 130 when the
group was making good 14 knots. The Group is still making good
14 knots, but the contact designated M - 04 is doing 168 revs., I
think this is a destroyer and the two contacts got mixed up during
the last sprint.

LOP solution over last 2 hours 270/14

Sunrise

M ~ 04 FCS (Average) 306/0.9 kyds 270/14 AOB 94 Port

B~ 24781 -2 X 4 = F - 05

CO COHEENT

Force Disposition

The Task froup is transitting West 15 NIF to the South of the

TEZ . Although intelligence suvpests that ‘he group will enter
the T=Z, they appear to have a different idea. Ferhaps the
bombing of Stanley airfield and the 'splashing' of a mirage have
made them wary of the TEZ!?

K - 04 FCS (Good) 302/5.5 kyds 270/10 AOB 148 Port

CO COLHM=ZRT

Intention is to return to PD in 15 minutes to checlk dispozition of
TG 79.3 visually and change & rsearbox on Sector — & 15 min. te job.
¢/v PD €/5 S

¥ - U4 (BE GRANO) R £ 200

M - 03 (DD) B - 276 (oo L
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CO_CONMIENT

The contact we thousht was the CC is one ol the DD's - they
must have changed over during the sprint at 0700

-

Taking routine on Warner Fast -~

Weather Wind 15 knots from 310 Vis 5 1M
Seastate 2 from 310
Cloud 1000
s DD &G Krins
Disvposition N <l & Slﬁ"l.
DO SKYDS
oL KYDS

<7

Very intermittent reception of FLTSATCON 5

MO3/M05 appear to be operating their SPS 40 put not transmitting -
Scenners seem to be rotating - Nothing on Warner

TG 79.3 are now at 12 kyds
MO5 B - 262/14 kyds. Appear to be changing station. Now 170/14.

B - 248 E 01 T Rand PEF 1627, PY 0.3 ARF 2. ot associated with TG.
Farameters are of a 1006, Kelvin Hughes, Decca Comnar, Ho sonar
contact on that bearing.

M - 04 FCS{Good) 258/12 kyd 287/12 AOB 151 Fort

CO COMMENT

Traffic now received. COR 177 gives me permission to Attack.

- Delay due to confusion in that COR 174 cancelled an instruction (not
received) from CTG 317.8 to attack the Crviser. DTG of COR 177 not
initially received and so awaited reruns to be absolutely c rtain.

I h=ve ROE to attack. Aim now is to elose TG 79.3 and then work into
a firing position,

Preterred weapon [k 8 liod 4, IT a goad attacking position canuot

oe achieved becnuse ol the ¥scorts, then I shall uze a M- 24.

C/D 160 C/5 16

C/s 21 ©/C 290
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¢/D PD C/S b
M~ 04 FCS 221/4.6 kyds 260/11 AOB 141 Stbd

¢/D 200 /S 16

€O CONEERT

DD istooc close to Tiring position on CG Stbd side therefore
my intention is to pass astern of BYSLGHANO and come up on her
port side so that she is between me and the destroyers when I
attack,

¢/D PD C/S 6 Vis is only 3 kyds

M - 04 FCS (COOD) 2B7/1.5 kyds 242/10 AOB 135 Port
C/D 380 C/f5 21 C/C 225 to obtain a good firing position

ACTION STATIONS

START EVENT 02/01 ~ ATTACY ON TG 79.% - G RILGRANO

CO COMHENT

Tn position 55 23.15 61 21.04. I am on the port guarter of

TG 79.3 and my target, the Cruiser G BELGRANO, is on the left wing.
Hy intention is to close to a firing position such that I shall fire
a salvg of 3 X Mk 8 Mod 4's from 1800 yds on a Torpedo Track Angle
of 100" and a zero gyro angle. I shall then evade to the SE
leaving the datum between me and the destroyers for as long as
possible to assist my escape.

C/D PD C/S 6

¥ - 04 FCS (GOOD) 020/5.2 kyds 274/10 AOB 75 Port

CO COFLENT

Heving come up for my final Target set up, ¥ - 04 has zirred avav
and opened whilst 1 was deep.

Intend going deep and fast to close into my firing position.

C/D 300 C/Ss 21

C/D PD C/S 8 C/C 040

M - 04 FCS (COOD)  04574.5 ¥vds 27410  EOR 48 Port
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¥-04 FCS (COOD) 040/35 kyds 294/10 AOB 75 Port

CO0 CONNENT
D.0.T. is 3.3 kyds, Will 'Duck and up' again to close range.
c/D 150 c¢/s 18

c/c oo0 ¢/s 6

Set Target Speed 11 knots ¢/D PD
Standby 1,2,6 tubes, open 1,2,6 tube bow caps

c/c 010 - for a 105° Torpedo Track Angle (TTA)

Final set-up

Mo4 Fes (coob) o042/2 kyds 280/11  AOB 58 PORT

All-round lock
c0o COM.ENT

Fothing else in sight. M-04 BELGRARO is nol aware of my
presence. Intend to wait until the target's relative bearing
is Gt3 when it will be a zero gyro angle shot,

PTA now 90° after re-assessing the ATB at the last look, but
will not C/C now as I am about to fire.

Final set-up

1-04 FCS (GOOD) 035/1.6 kyds 280/10%  AOB 65 FORT

Set target speed 10% knots

Final set-up
¥-04 FCS (GOOD) 030/1.55 kyds 280/10% AOB 70 PORT

Check firing bearing 023%
FIRE
Order of firing 6, 1, 2

Shut 1,2,6 tube bow caps

3 explosions heard

¢/D 300 C/C 180 to clear the datum
Shut off for Counter-Attack
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CO_CCFMERT

Orange fire-ball seen just aft of the centre of target,
in line with the after ma2st, shortly after the first
explosion was heard. Second explosion heard about 5§
seconds after I think I saw a spurt of water aft, but
it may have been smoke from the first. Third explosion
heard but not seen -~ I was not looking!

1904 Explosions heard
¢/p 500 ¢fs 22
CO0 COMMENT

These explosions are possibly depth charges or some type
of ASW weapon from the two destroyers M-03 and M-05.
Datum is now 4 kyds tc the NW of me.

1911 c/c 090
1917 ¢/c 060
1919 END OF EVENT 02/01

CO _END OF LVENT SUIMARY

Having been in the trail of T¢ 79.3 for the last 24 h-urs,

I had dropped astern of the group while reading my broadcast
routine. Cn receipt of COR 177 authorising me to attack

I went deep to close the group.

The intention was to close to an 'ideal' firing position on

the side of the BILERANO away from the escorting destir yers.

A salvo of Mk 8 Mod 4's was considered better than a Mk 24 Hod

1, because of the BELGRANO's thick armour plating and anti

torpede bulges.

The gask Group were conducting a very limited zig zag plan of

+ 30" approximately around 270, Having munoeuvred into a firing
position on the port bsam of the target, the parameters on firing were:

Own Course O10

Own speed 6 kts
Terget Course 280 296 )
.- Tar get speed 10% knots 10 ¥ts} Reconstruction
Torpedo Track Angle 90 106 )
Range on firing 1400 vds o 1200 yd) from the LOP
Gyro Angles 1st Weapon 1~ Right
2nd Weawvpon 4ero
3rd Weamon 2 Left
Angular Spacing 5% degrees .
Hitting Run . 56 seconds - 57% seconds timed on Sonar
Recording

!“-TQ‘——"‘
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A 3 torpedo salvo was Tired using Averare Solutions because

the poor visibility {3 kyds) mode ATB assessment and rarging
difficult. The command requirement was cne hit,

Onboard analysis, using both the visual solution from the final
set up and the LOP Solution, gives two hits from the second and
third weapons, with the first weapon missing astern. This

is not suprorted by the visual sighting of & hit 57 seconds
after discharge of the first weanon,

Replaying the Sonar Recording of the atieck gives two definite
explosions with 2 porsible third, although this was not confirmed
visually,

No Visual assessment of damege to the BSLGRANO was possible because
evasive action was talen to clear the area from the two escorting
destroyers. The submarine was not detected throurhout this event
or at any other time,.

C/C 350.Datum B - 274 R - 18 kyds

B - 280 5 - 30 getting louder. There is a lot of 'banging'
on this bearing

Position . 55 42,65 60 G&B,3W

Weather - Deep 535 6+
SVP 020 - 4827
420 - 4834

B - 272 Datum R - 26 kyds
Loud Bang - heard to the West - Wo Bearing
CO _COHMENT

If this is the Dentroyers chasing me they are either lucky in

their choice of direction, or there happened to be a HEPTINE

in the local area with JEZ muoys thzt has directed them: because

there have been no active traasmiscions at all, The 'Bangs' reported
by the Sound Room Sund 1like gun fire - is it BELGRANO's

anpunition going off? Perhaps the 'Big Rang' wes her magazine,
Interval between first two 48 mins, second two 6 mins, so there is
nothing significant.

Sunset
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% explosions hesrd to the West
¢/p 500 c¢/s15 B - 260 8.30
CC _COMFENT

S.%0 to the Wesl is 2 x 4, prebably M-03 or ¥-05. I don't
think these bangs are coming from the destroyers. Still no
active transmissions, so there is no way that they could
have contact on me. Perhaps there ig an aireraft up there.

¢fc 130
Loud explosions — appeared to be on the port side

B - 265.,Yery loud noises - M-03 or HM-05?
c/c 150 ¢/s 23

CO_COMMENT

Opened out 22 kyds to East of the Datum, Slowed to 6 knots
prior to returning to PD. While I cleared stern arcs, both
DDs were heard at 290 and 300, Mod loud - assessment, tracking
Fast inside 10 kyds. I was just considering returning to FD
for a look when 2 bangs were hesrd, Mod loud. Altered to Bast
at 10 knots; 8 mimutes later, 2 further sets of bangs - closel
Inside & kyds bty my assessment!

Increased to 23 knots and cwaded to SE for 1 hour. Nothing
further heard,

Do not know what they might be - no helos seen. Perhaps
aircraft dropping depth charges?? More probably, the DDs
sweeping to East, guessing we went in that direction because
the torpedoes came from the SE, and dropping the odd charge to
drive me away - it did! Still no setive transmissions.

RETROSFECTIVE COMMENT

Listening to the sonar recording of the loud hangs, run at half
speed, gives 5 distinctive discharge neises prior to the loud
eyplosions, which in turn are § separate explosions. The
discharge noise sounds like a Limbo/Hedgehog type wveapon,
presumably on the DDs.

c/D PD C/S 6 Transmit Sitrep 25/82.  Fix, domestics.

¢/D 260 ¢€/s 12 Opering to SE

c/C 180 b
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CO DATLY SUFIMARY

Prailed TG 79.3 all night tracking outside TEZ to Bast. At 0805
reversed course to West. On return to PD at 1415, discovered that
¢C end DD had crossed over during reversal of course. Spent from
then until 1620 obtaining traffic. COR 177 - Attack. Slightly
garbled tke first time.

1620-1900 -~ Closing to attack. Tnitially on the starboard side
of G. BELGRANO (M-04) but DD was too close there, so crossed over
to Port side to obtain & good firing position. 1000-2100 - srent
evading to EAST and then SE. I still cannoil understand why the
explosions were so close. 2100-2359 - spent clearing the datum
to SE.

¥Will move South and then West apvroximately 50 nm from the Datum
before heading NW back to a search position off the Isla de los
ESTADOS.

HAY 1982

CQ COMMENT

Overnight intentions are to move South and lorthwest to operate
half way between ESTADOS Isle and the Tiring Datum by pm tomorrow.

No sonar contacts

¢/D PD C/5 6 Transmit Sitrer 26/82, Routine, Fix end domestics
4 new signals required

B -~ 030 E 58 Fossible HEFTURE
CO COMMENT

I would imagine the Neptune rackets are alreraft searching for me
around the datum area.

B - 050 E58 is increasing in intensity
¢/D 260 ¢/s 15

Position 56 105 62 34V
S35 4,5
SVFP 020 - 4827

210 - 4832

¢/C %30 C/S 15 - Heading for Isla de Los Estados
T - 06 (433 Hz) in efter bheams
Diesel signature at 11.6 Hz spacing in low beaas
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