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Open Letters from the Falklands, 1982

I

IGHT. its Satuwrday 10 April and we are
having owr first break since leaving
Portsmouth on Monday. 5o, I'll iry and tell you
Just where its at. Our peacetime lives are long
forgotten. We pgo st everything  with
determination and resolve and never ke ‘o’
for an anawer. We know we are capable of great
things, we have 4 reason, so #1s just a matter
of good thinking, planning, and effor, Our
greatest asset o achieve these things is being
out of sight of land, Leaving the harbowr was
gruelling, heari-breaking (there werne few dry
eyes or firm voices on the bridgel, and
sorrowful, That is all behind us. Mind vou the
shock 15 still felt. The *strategists” all said we
would have a perniod of tension slowly escalating
towards conflict, We got no nogice — which is
bloody naughty. To go from a peacetime Navy
to & wartime Fleet in two and half days is slightly
un-nerving. Anyway, whats it like? Here goes
We sleep fully dressed on log of our bunks
and nod between the sheets. So, when Action
Stations sounds all we noed do s arise, pick-up
gasrmask amd life-jacket and briskly walk to our
action duty. That is the rule. However, you
know me — must be comforiable, 1 hang my
MNo. 8 shirt on the door knob, Al the pockets
with essentials (hacey, pipe, pipe-knife, lighter,
handkerchief, comb, bar of nuity, orange/apple,
pen, pencil, rubber, and wallet); 1 leave my
shoes in such a position that my swinging legs
land in them first time, every time, and [ do
them up when I get o the Island; [ use & sarong
as @ sort of sheet and 50 aport from wearing
irousers, socks, and vest it is nearly normal! We
have Action Stabwns every day ar dawn amd
dusk; and every now and then just to keep us
on our toes. You'll be wondering how groggy
"ol me in the morning ever gets 1o s station
before lunchrime?! The secrer 15 o say 1o
vourself precisely what you are going 10 do
when the alarm rings — e, I am going o ged
out of bed, put on shoes then shir, sirap pillows
inbr bunk, stow bunk, pick up gasmask and
lifejucket, turn out lights on leaving cabin, and
do up shirt buttons on the way to work. I've
never been late yet! The cabin, by the way, is
bare. No books, towels, chairs, dressing gown

on hook, of cushions on bunk. All stowed as
they are a fire hazard. Laurdry, One bundle per
man per week. Officers are allowed 1o send 3
white shirs, | pair No. 85 (working clothes),
[ sheet, | pillow case, and 1 wowel. Therefors
my cabin is festooned in nicks, socks, and
handkerchiefs which have to be stowed
damp/wet when action is sounded — I node they
smell a bit if kept too long in a drawer in such
a condition,

Food., Bad news, We are under ‘portion
contred” o conserve stocks, Thiat means we get
what is considered 1o be sufficient bul which
acbually means Ionstill husgry afteraards!! The
resuli is that one thinks aboui it — food, fool!
The NAAFI for ithe first time in 12 years have
besn honoured with my custom, 'm back inio
Walnut Whirls and Bounty Bars (the oaes wath
dark chocolate — more aftertaste) and [ see they
have recently acquired a shelf full of Treets. One
15 also forced 1o lean towards dishonesty —
vesterday 1 ook an orange on the way méo lunch
AND an apple on the way ot and no one
notieed!!

Routine. Basically the whole ships comgany
is in what we call Defence Watches, That means
it is split 30— 50, working 6 hours on and & off.
Agmin, theory, My team manage it bui mysclf
and the Fleet Chief have io kecp the information
flow poing so we work, gencrally, from QB0
o midnight and then spln the rest! So, on
average we gel 4 bours a piece, Actually, it is
enough. Skeep, for me, in the pormal sense,
doesi’t exisl, | lay me down and think of
everything and mothing and the next thing [
knowy I'm being dragged out by either my alarm
or the ship's, And its enough. One gets a bit
jaded every mow and then but thers is so much
to do, and it is exciting and therefore encrgy-
producing, that it is comparatively easy to keep
g, Al there are moments of relaxation, and
a lot of laughter sometimes so don’t think that
it is all awedul.

Work. T can®t say oo much bul believe me
every deparment s working balls out enther by
choice (the pllots for combar pracice) or by
necessiy  (load has risen B-fold in miy
depariment). By the fme we et o the
Ascensions (half-way pomt) we will all be up

KIE
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o spoed and ready for the g puash.
MailsTebegrams. Mail will be very irmegular.
I will get stuff off st Ascension — get some
ool Afer that, goodness knows, [ can’t send
rebegrams bui you can. Every mow and then
pease send something. | know its one way bul
[“m afraid it can't be helped. & reminder of
telegram  address — HMS HERMES/
ADMIRALTYRADIO - thats all you need.
{The cnly people allowed to send telegrams ane
ihe pressmen onboardl] [ woubd be maost
interested 1o hear your impressions of the
reports from Hermes,

Staff, The lads are doing OK and working
well. lis only mow ome reslises just how young
mosi of them are. Bui they seem either
unaffected or unaware of what we are about.
Probably just as well, Its the oldies who appear
comcerned mosl.

The thing thal worries me most s what the
devil do we do if we run out of bog paper!!!
I've started taking more than [ need and hiding
the extras in my boot locker! The weather has
started to improve and should be tropical by
Wodnesday. Just as well | kepi my gear onboard
although I notice T left my sandals at home,
dammit. Mind you, we wont be long in hot
climes. | understand that it s bloody cold down
south 0 1'm glad I've gon plenty of warm siuff,
I noie we cross the Line next Thursday and will
have the wsual Ceremony which will, at last,
be something the press can film freely. Chaps
with beards have had to shave off (forms o bad
seal when wearing a gas mask) and so the
Commuander has allowed a Mexican muslache
competition to lake place. [ staried but on the
first day the wind blew it off, on the second 1
shaved off in error, and on the third the Capeain
said bridge watchkespers were not ailowesd as
he thought the Admiral (who poins us spon)
would disapprove! Can’t think of anything slse
to say. let me know of any details you woukd
like to know abouwl, Tomorrow, Sunday, 'l
uTile beiters,

B 1l
The well dressed officer and pentleman leaps
Bl im & Ble romper sui these days, They

in two shades, one blue the other whiie,

are normally used for diriy work. However,

ag loose fitting they are less restricting than

10

the ouidoor clothes hitherfio mentioned.
Depending on weather conditions the buttons
which streich from neck to as far as possible
may be done up or left undone depending upon
the freedom of movemeni desired. The
ensemble can be enhanced by other garmenis
which are, in this case, threar dependent. For
instance, if there is a wee submarine in the ares
then one turns-in wearing long-johns, tee-shirt,
and thick woolly socks, Should the threat be
from aeroplanes then, of course, one would
wear one's anti-flash hood neatly tecked imo
the tog of the romper suit 10 give & craval-like
appearance. (It should be noted that afier
excessive wedr anti-flash boods, partcularly the
part that covers the mouth and mose iend bo stink
a bt bat this is an environmentil problem and
cannot be avoided. ). The whole appearance is
peaily finished by the wearing of evening
ghoves:, these come free with the hood, and
althouwgh they do tend o pinch a bit arownd the
elbow are an essential part of the Complete
Officer’s Oarfi. During the day play-time sear
is permitbed and although mot as elégant as night
atfire is extremely functional (see following
page].

A an aside om clothing — 1've worked ot
how to avoid having so mwch damp laumsdry
lying around — easy really — I don’t change
50 ofien!

Life gpoes apace with its normal highs and
lows neatly expressed by “the fortunes of war’
Shiffierld was p bad day but ot of every disaster
comes some good, There have been an
enormous fumber of ‘lessons learnt” and we feel
MTE SECUTe as a result, 1ts a pity thit the price
was 50 high. One lesson we have learmt has been
the need 1o all dosprs and hatches shut with
at beast 2 clips on cach. As you know, wow can't
walk more than 30 feed in a warship wathous
comimg across a hatchway either up, down, or
sbomg. Sa, life is frghtfully bormg and tiresome,
Going places means forever stopping and
opening doors, having tuken clips off, then
closing and re-clipping. Up and down hatches
are worse because of the size of the hole {small)
and the contomions required to close and clip-
. Mind you, sometinses one gels a feal treat
— like being in the middle of three people going
in the same direction as you — the first takes
off clips and opens door allowing you 1o make
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a graceful entrance, whilst the third in line has
1o close the door and put on the clips. Real bliss!
Talking abouwl goang places reminds me that |
have become extrermely superstitious — | always
follow the same routes, never deviate even if
it i= quicker; alwwys fiold my clothes and things
in & particular place and manmer; and [ never
walk under ladders! 1"ve actually goi thousands
more but mostly they are in the saboonscious.
1 suppose its & sign of the times.

The ship is still very overcrowded with people
and stores. Many of ihe extra chaps are Army.
Well, not actually Army, son of Special Army,
They have special skills 'm old — the sor one
usually finds in HM Prizons of on the scaffeld!
We think they are terrific and they are going
io spoil many an ARGY s day | fear. They sleep
in the flai where the sprogg slept com-

i

fame wlly — shoald you forger,

Lavkie Pl

Cmlems:

. Brittle apple cores Y

. Smufiy novel

. Terch.

. Letrers from home,
Plastic cup - reguined w
contain 5-pourse meal.

. Medical pack

7. Bar of nuriy,

B. Cheque book!Barclaycarnd
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missicming day. The other day 1 accidenily
kicked one of their haversacks and spent the next
20 mins apologising to it (Well, you can’t be
o careful!)

'|'-::d.:|11-' wa Shore !";hl.T!-. | ¢in Jiesd I'I'I'I.I_B_'il.‘l: all
those Walnut Whirls waiting for me; and the
fruit, bound to be tons of fruit; salad and fresh
veg wiould be nice too. Portion coninol goi ot
of hand. Mot only were we getiing 1oo linke of
everything . the carerer was using it as an excuse
i iry out hitherto unheard of menos. The fikal
straw was the day we had saffron fice (all vellow
and yucky} with bats of squid hidden in the folds
(I'm t0dd its called piella or semething), two
rock hard baked polatees, and cauliffiower! The
i 4:|1:|.'F- Wik r.u:a.rl:r' Iynched but he ded 1ake
the poant and simce then things have improved
markedly. Lunch wsday was fish-pie, potatoes,

Anli-Flash Hood 1o conceal idemity —
slightly spailed By jod i@le on wop.

Bteumed wp glasses caused by brealk
peronkalivg up Iron iiside Of hood
Redwoes vision o o pleasani 1005 off
realiiy.

Cian Mk wathin casy neach.
= i

Life-preserver: low slung on accous of
waiyd [l disappsanng.

Andl-Flash glowves. Whiie on
wop @ndl filthy ar hotlom.

N - Trousers ucked anlo wox 0 prevent
LI Mmiur vckling kpces
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green bedans amd sweeloom {we appear (o have
a swestoom mme onboand because it appears
al nearly every meal except breakfast and it
doesn't make thal cos the maners are having a
kip 1 suspect!)

Six on, & oft watchkeeping routing became
unbearable owing io lack of continuous sleep.
We now work 8 on and 8 off which s wonderful
as one gefs a period of at least 7 houwrs
continuous sleep in 48 hours. Most refreshing.
The next major event is 10 iry for some fresh
air and take a look at daylaght!

Musi go.

I

Hi, ya'll, just a quick starter on the subject of
security. | don’t know who Clare dists this o
but please remember o 15 privale and should not
b discussed outside family groups. Mot that |
imend  giving you classified  informtion
deliberacely, its just that any bits of *life’ down
here could, when considered with other
snippets, provide ihe enemy with uscful
mnlormation. The enemy in this case can range
from your local cub reporter o the BBC. It is
prowen thal our natiopal leaders, press, and
broadcasting organisations have in the last few
weeks given away gratuitouws imelligence 1o the
ARGs. The results are very clear here in the
form of casualty figures. One day you'll get the
fall pictare but in the meantime remain “mum®,
please.

After two months of this lot there are certain
things that the mnd naturally sesms to focus
on, For instance, | have been fully dressed for
over & days!! Even going 1o the shower
overalls are worn. Quick dash under the spray,
high speed dry-off and back o being covered
up, S, I wanma go naked . Anywhenz, anyhow,
will just @ smile! Heaven must b samething
like having a good old scratch withowt having
to work throwgh 4 or 5 layers of clothing!! What
else — ah, nutty! A Walnut Whirl has become
an unobtainable dream. (No. don’t send any —
they melt on the Equaor!'y. I looks like
someone forgot to send Maafi siores 1o us, or
fresh frudi. Ships seem oo be topped with ammo
and equipment stores for some  reason!!
Actonlly, Food hes improved of late. The
poriims are quile ressonable and we all appear
W b putting on weight again. The sweelcoin

mine contimues to chium oul a Won e doy. Wine
siocks are fast depleting omly Sauierme
available al dinner these days — one glass per
man per day! War ix hell. When the opportunsy
for tying one on occurs 1 reckon all we'll have
lefi is Ribena! Mind you a sniff of Grouse would
maks me high right now,

Mail has been quite good this end — we get
some every fen days or 53, Thal is because of
w mnany ships, including QE2, being sen down
here. Unfortunately mol s0 many get sent home
I gather the sitsation is improving but i muss
be very frustrating at your end not getting mail
fior over a momth. By the way thanks for all your
efforts on the writing scene, a real pleasure fo
receive the mammoth elfons in hand to get
replies off. Free airmail belps only we've run
out of forms!! Dhobeying is a problem again
— the Chinese laundeymen have desemed — left
last week — the ‘hum-bam” god a bit mach for
them, and, of course, they have taken casualiies
inoither ships. So, we have taken over. [ provide
one lad who is so young he has been designated
Mo, 14 Boy; No. 1 Boy is a gruff old Chief
Sioker from Guzz aped 45! The service is very
good and because they have run out of slarch
it 15 now possible 1o put & shant on without the
danger of breaking an arm. My cabin continses
io be festooned in nicks, vests, sox, and
handkerchiefs. Clare’s idea of getting most of
the water out by squeezing in a owel works fine
except now 1 have wet towels hanging up too!
Have had a magor success in washing my jumper
which was beginning to smell offensive to me
s0 poodness knonaws whal odhers thoughl, 1t s
on its fifth day of drving but 15 still the right
shape and 15 pot wo crinkly from msulTicent
:I'i:n!!:i.l'l.E: Meed blue wool 1o rE]ﬂi:rd- buales Clare,
and please send a darming needle just in case,

On the tactical scene you Il Know of progress
ashorg, The Army have been very enthusiashic
und keen, The terrain is awful — open and bogs
gadore (that word agan! Thanks for
contributions —  but mums beware — il
Playschool are wsing thar sioff on your litle
darlings bum s no wonder there is po skin left!
I"'m novw using it as an abrasive cloth o scouar
ety pipe Bowl!} The Scois and Gurkhas landed
today s0 what with the swirl of the pipes and
the glint from the kukris I really can't see the
ARG: holding owl much longer, {0 kivvw |
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wouldn't), Locals af Diarwin and Goose Green
were overjoyed W see the Paras and T onderstand
provided the traditional cuppa in ool order,
A push on Port S1anley is in progress and the
nizxi fesw days will be crucial for us all. Our job
has remained the same — we are the airfield
falong with Javireine) (we have both been
“sunk’ twice according 1o the ARGs) and
provide both air patrol, and ground support
planes throughout the day. Our losses have been
bearable, and. considering that we are
cutrembersd 100 0 | are doing well, The
Harmer has proved to bea very good low-level
hghter — its man failmg bemg lack of
endurance and speed. But it wurns on a postage
stamp thereby presenting many more atack
chances. The flight deck is humming and
heaving T4 hoors a day. The ground crews
preparing and marshalling aircraft working in
abhsolutely appalling conditéons. In che open with
bcy A knot winds, soaked through, stinking of
aviation fuel, and surrounded by the sound of
screaming jets 15 one helluva way to make a
living. But they are o tough kot and never fail
to come up with the goods, and always appear
cheerful. My cabin, as you know, is afl and
dirﬂ.‘ﬂj beneath a IIrIIHI'LE A Dlul'i:ng Ty 4
off 1 have the unigue experience of having,
regular indervals, a force equal to that which is
cxeried by the PO Tower, emcried on my
ceiling. At first I found it rather annoying bt
now ks sor of taken on a different feeling —
wou know — A son of heady pressore, light s
first, then a genile vibration and movement,
followed by an increase inoall, rising o A
crescendo that quickens the pulse forcing the
blood 1o race, the brow 1o perspire, the bresth
10 gquicken, and then . . . of that! Take
it from me, its noisy. The pilols, of course, are
the mainstay of the whole operation. They are
undouhiedly The Few and their task is awesome
but, again, they are well led and confident and
barring very bad luck have a pood survivability
rate. As far as 'm concerned they can have all
ihe medals in the world when this thing is over.
When that will be no one Knows, We press on
day in, day out. However, our efficiency must
drop as the weeks go by and o [ would gues
it '|'!|ilTI:'I| miast (V) be afood for a break of some
a0l — st oul of zose would do, Somewhere
away from ihreat, where we could revitalise the
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ald brain cells for o week would be mosl

weloome, We shall just have 1o wail and see,

Ok, encugh for now. Hogee et edition will be

whilst 1aking tea in Port Stanley!
Remember, Securily.

Iv

Gave blood today for the Bovs ar the Front.
Hope vou do the same when the call comes.
They nesd it. For both sides. Brown Jobs ane
pressing on well with today being the second
part of the mapor offensive against Port Stanley
Thas time the pipes and drums of the Scots were
heard and the dark fash of the Gurkhas Kukrs
| understand that the main obpectives are in our
hands and that a hurmed push may be ordered
on the town itsell; seems a good scheme as nt'll
prevent Argy regrouping and resupply . We wait
om ihe periphery and send in combai air patrols.
eround attack zircraf, supplies. and pood cheer.
Onnside of the Arg aircraft range we are able
o comcentrate on picking up ihe supply vessels
from UK, transferring their cargoes around the
Meer, and then escort them o the landing area
ashore, Al night we close inand provide sirong
anr support against the night bombing runs by
the baddies against our troops on the ground.
So, all in all. we seem to fill the day!

The frigaics have a different sor of day. They
are dashing, cocky. stylish linke things. At night
ihey steam in 1o the coast avoiding minefields
and submarines io bombard enemy positions
An dawn they rush out to us for progection,
refuel, and reamme; and a very short rest befone
heginning the cycle all over agaim. Most of them
have suffered danage but they wear their scars
like medals. The long-range missile vessels ane
aleck and swperior. They sit “up-threat” {ic
nearest the expectad direction of any enemy
amack) with guns and missiles s immediate
modkce. So far they have only had moderaie
sucoess but are, [ am pleased to say, getting very
much better! Close to s are the missils defence
ships. These are very fast anti-missile carriers
whao have been magnificent in that they take the
stimg owt of nearly every attack. We like them.,
a lot. The submarines, long, black, and ohscene,
are never seef, Bul we know they are there. So
oy the enemy and their mene presence inoa vast
expanse of ocean has kept the Argy navy botiled
up in harbour ever since the Belgrano sinking.



OFEN LETTERS FROM THE FALKLANDS, 1982

Mexi in view are the great lumbering supply
ships. Trumdling around in the wrong area,
wrong direction, with the wrong cargo going
tis the WIong FIIIL'E al quilu’lhu’ wnong mamenl,
Burt they are 50 keen 1o do it! They appeur over
the horizon, full of piss and importance, so we
fuss them, guide, cajood, Kick, swear, and steer
them o our pumpover aren, our small ship
transfer area, the warship fuslling area, the
ammunition area, ihe landing area, and
sometimes we just say “what the hell are you
doing here — you should be in South Georgial®

The bMerchant Mavy really are doing 3 grand
job. Once we have drained them dry we then
filled them up with surviviors and mail and send
them back from whence they come. Then, there
are the aircrafi carriers with us being the sort
of Queen Bee. We carry the Admiral. We are
‘the Flag' (She, who must be obeyed!'), Withou
ws there is o protecton for the silly Fls so vou
can imagineg how we are viewed! We are also
the miail distribution centre 5o are of nestimable
wile to most. From uws come the orders, the
ubens, the actioms, the kicks. the laurels and
crivans, We are always asked, never told, We
rule the roost, We are also popular with the
Argics!

STOP PRESS! Whine flags seen flying in Pon
Stanley! Good news. Oh bother, 1711 miss the
Rape and Pillage bat beang ol here, {Actually,
all T want is a Walnut Whirl and an American
Express Card — and | don'y think there are
many of those in Port Stanley at the moment),
I suppose now (he Inicky “surrender” talks
between the Generals will stan. No doubt we
will ke demanding umconditional surrender
whilst the octher chap will be asking for a free-
ride back to Argyland for him and the Mess
silver! [ think we ought to agres 1o that but forget
to grve ham his trousers! No doubt the boss m
BA will not ke very pleased with developmengs
an acopunt of it not being pant of his grand
design so 1 suppose we ought to remain fairly
aleri for an angry reaction. Today, owerall, has
been a good day when [ think aboui it — the
main highlight being thar I managed 10 sneak
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an apple AND a duff at lonch time (we arz
aliowed one or the other). Add o that the
pleasure of having an arange last Tuesday and
ot is getting close to having a terrific month!!
Mearly forgot to mention the biggest coup of
the week — have obtained 7 (yes Seven) packeis
of Giold Block tofacco! Got it off this bloke in
Hristed (who have recently jomed) after some
prefty hard bargamming. Ended up with me
having 10 offer up, and have accepled, all the
womea under 35 in our clan, & desk-uop
computer, and a copy of Penthouse magazine.
Given gladly? (Tts quite asiounding whai we
chaps will do for a Good Smoke!)

MORE S5TOF PRESS! Maggie T has been
I.alki.fl.ﬁ 1o the Adimaral aot 10 minutes AgH Of
my satellite 1elephone’ Will have s get a brass
tally meade immediately “Maggie spoke here” or
words oo that effect. 1 gather she said something
like jolly well dome and things. All makes it
worthwhile doesn’t if? If I'd known she was
going o call [ would have asked the Admiral
1 nsk her 1o send out some Walnur Whirls
whilst the going was good. Looks like we are
in far a ]l,.||11'|;|1|,-' ﬂigh!:_ windd i% up and the slern
5 corkscrewing. Westher, so far, has been quite
o the mights have been cold b the days
have been clear and fine. Which reminds me,
if you haven’t got & Thermal Vest vou really
muist get ane soonest. They are marvellous amd
every good home should have one. 1 take mine
absolutely everywhere, It tends to get a hintle
furnace-like when | dash up ladders inside the
ship bist I'm able 10 strde out ot the Signal
Dieck o visit the chaps without being struck by
& groal lump of the shivers. Looking forward
b the mrrival of the cargo ship 5t Edmund the
day after tomorrow. It has over 100D bags of
mail onboard! Apparently abowt 100 are for us
— we usually get 20 or s0 — so0 we can look
forward o a good read. lis now goi very busy
here so will have o stop, Will update wou on
hvow the mpegotlations went *as seen froan bere
mext time. . - .



