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FM WASHINGTON @9@¢18Z MAY 82
TO IMMEDIATE FCO

TELEGCRAM NUMBER 1678 OF B MAY

INFO IMMEDIATE UKMIS NEW YORK BRUSSELS (FOR SECRETARY OF STATE)

" FALKLANDS

b ¢ HAfG HAS JUST TELEPHONED ME AGAIN FROM WEST VIRGINIA
WHERE HE IS SPENDING THE WEEKEND, HE HAS SAID THAT HE WILL WANT
YO SPEAK TO ME AGAIN TOMORROW EVEMING OR MCNDAY MORNING WHEN HE

RETURNS TO WASHINGTON,.

©, ON THE OPEN LINE HE WAS EVEN MORE CRYPTIC THAN USUAL BUT |
UNDERSTOCD HIM TO MEAN THAT HE HAS PRETTY CLEAR EVIDENCE OF
MODERATE ELEMENTS IN BUENOS AIRES BIDDING FOR THE ASCENDANCY
THERE BUT H0PING THAT BRITAIN CAN DELIVER A FEW MORE MILITARY
BLOWS SO AS TO ENSURE THE DOWNFALL OF THE EXTREMISTS,

| ASKED HAIG |F | HAD UNDERSTCOD HIM CORRECTLY. DID HE MEAN THAT
THEY REALLY WANTED US TO DELIVER A FEW MORE BLOWS AGAINST THZIM?
YES HE SAID QUITE CATEGORICALLY, THE MODERATES SAW THEIR CHANCE

AS DEPENDING ON MORE MILITARY SUCCESSES BY THE BRITISH. HAIG SAID
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Tﬁﬁ§m§§m§§%kg1ﬂg SENDING AMBASSADOR WALTERS TO BUENOS AIRES

ON A VERY SECRET MISSION ON MONDAY IN RESPONSE, SO | UMDERSTOOD IT, I
TO SOME FEELERS HE HAS HAD FROM THERE, HAIG EMPHASISED HOW

EXTREMELY CONFIDENTIAL THIS WAS, HE HOPED THAT WALTERS WOULD BE

ABLE TO GET IN AND OUT OF BUENOS AIRES UNORSERVED,

3, HAIG REPEATED THAT WHAT THE MODERATES WERE HOPING FOR WAS
QUOTE A COMPROMISE BASED ON PUNISHMENT UNQUOTE, THERE WOULD
PROBABLY BE CONSIDERABLE CHANGES IN THE TOP RANKS,

L, | TOLD HAIG THAT | WAS NOT IN A POSITION TO GIVE HIM MUCH
INFORMAT |ON ABOUT HOW THINGS WERE GOING WITH PEREZ DE CUELLAR IN
NEW YORK,. INDEED HIS TALKS WERE STILL CONTINUING SEPARATELY

WITH SIR A PARSONS AND ROS|, BUT ON THE FACE OF IT PEREZ DE CUELLAR
SEEMED TO BE INDICATING THAT THE ARGENTINIANS WERE NOT AS INTRACT=
AELE AS THEY HAD BEEN, THOUGH OF COURSE THERE WAS NO DEFINITE
EVIDENCE THAT ROSI COULD DELIVER,

5, HAIG SAID THAT THAT WAS AS VWELL AND THAT IT WAS NOT
INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE SORT CF INFORMATION HE WAS RECEIVING AND THAT
HE HINTED AT TO ME,

6. HAIG VENT ON TO SAY THAT HE HOPED THAT QUOTE FAINT HEARTS
UNQUOTE IN THE UK WERE NOT WINNING GROUND, HE WAS CONFIDENT THAT
THIS WAS THE MOMENT FOR JUST THE SORT OF FIRMNESS BY BRITAIN

THAT WE WERE SHOWING., OBVIOUSLY HE WAS A LITTLE PUT OUT BY

THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY'S LATEST REMARKS BUT | TCLD HIM

THAT HE SHOULD NOT TAKE THEM TOO LITERALLY AND WE HAD AN EXCHANGE
OF PLEASANTRIES ABOUT SPIRITUAL AND TEMPORAL AFFAIRS. AS YOU
KNOW, HE 1S A DEVOUT CATHOLIC,

7. | ASKED HAIG WHETHER | COULD CONTINUE TO ASSURE LONDON THAT
EVERYERODY WHO MATTERED IN WASHINGTON WAS SOUND IN SUPPORT OF US,

ME TOLD ME THAT WE COULD BE ABSOLUTELY SURE THAT THERE WAS NO

WORRY ABOUT THIS. THERE wWOULD OF COURSE BE ONE OR TvO JOURNALISTS
WHO WOULD SHOOT THEIR MOUTHS OFF AND SUGGEST THAT EVERYBODY

SHOULD RUN FOR COVER AT THE SLIGHTEST RISK. BUT WHAT MATTERED WAS
H1S OWN ABSOLUTE SUPPORT BEMIND US. | ASKED AROUT THE WHITE HOUSE
AND HE ASSURED ME THAT THERE WwAS NO NEED TO WORRY ABOUT THAT EITHER,

8. | WOULD LIKE TO KEEP HAIG INFORMED AS FULLY AS POSSIBLE OF
WHAT IS HAPFENING IN NEW YORK: HE SHOULD NOT GET THE STORY FROM
THE INEFFABLE KIRKFATRICK.

HENDERSON
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