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" STATEMENT -BY THE SECRETARY “OF STATE': FOR DEFENCE - 2LTH MAY 1982

Mr Speaker, &

Litursladl W Gslany =

Seyén weeks -ago when Argentinién forces invaded the Falkland

'_?isléhds,vmy rt hpnourable-?riqu the.Erimé Minister stated that the

“Féikiénd-Islandé-remainéd British territory, that no aggression and

no invasion could alter that simple fact, and that it was the

Government'é'dbjective to see that the Islanders were fréed from

o — AT

On the- nlght of Thursday ZOth May Her Faaesty's forces re-

: establlshed a secure base on the Falkland. Islands and the Union Flag

- is today flying over the settlement of San Carlos in East Falkland -

where it will remain. The whole House will have been delighted to
see the expressions of delight on the faces of the Islanders and their
children - published widely yesterday. '

The amphibious landing was the culminatioﬂ-of a long pe;iod of -
planning by the Force Commander and of preparation by the Royal Marine
Commandefs, members of the Paréchute Regiment and supporting arms
during their six weeks voyage into the South Atlantic. Whilst they
sailed south, the Government worked unremittingly to persuade
Argentina to withdraw peacefully and_honourably from the Falkland

Islands. But the government met oniy with Argentine intransigence.

Last week it became clear that the only possible course left
open to us was the re-possession of the Falkland Islands by military
means. In fhis:the Government has been encouraged - as I think has
the country as a whole - that Her Majesty's Opposition and the other

main political parties in the House have supported us.
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i:Certainly'} believe that our Servicemen Have been greatly encouraged

by the support that they have received from rt honourable and

: honourable Members of thls House. -

~ Mr Speaker - I will not go over all the details of the
' amﬁhibibus_landing; the approach by fhe'Task Fbrce under the
pévér of-dafkness,.widespread raids on Argentine military targets,

'_.the entry into Falkland Sound and the disembarkment into landing

"';_Craftl leading to assault in the San Carlos area, but I think I

can say that it was an exploit which captured the imagination of

6ur'peopleh
; :

Argentinian forces did not inteffere to ahy significant extent
with the landing itself. The amphibious ships involved in the first
stages of the operatlon were able to withdraw without incident to
safer waters to the East of the Falkland Islands and I must here
pay tribute to the men and women of the merchant marine for their
herioism.and skill in these dangerous operations; their role is a

vital one.
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_'”j-deféhces at_Po#t Stanlgy.airfield. ‘These operations were an
essential part of the overall plan. I deeply regret, however,

'; "thaf'in_the course of these operations 3 Royal Marines were

To protect the landing operation the Royal Navy maintained
& gun-line of destroyers and frigates in the Falklang Sound. Other

‘air patrols. The waves of Argentine air attacks had to run the

gauntlet of these air defences. The Sea Harriérs shot down 8 of

their aircraft and total Argentine losses that day are estimated

at 14 Mirages ad Sky Hawks, 2 Pucaras and 4 helicopters. These

‘—-—
losses represent more than a third of their combat aircraft taking

part that day,
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‘During these continuous zir attacks the Royal Navy - |

"_fpught'with éreét skill and brave;gr"NevertheleSS those

_Argentine_aircraft whichrhaq ﬁenefréted our air défence' : - i
’screen fnflicted damagé_on 5 of our §hip§. Of these, the
Type 2ﬁ frigate HMS ARDENT was,sevérely damaged but despite
the efforfs of her crew to control the damage she sank in
-themcourée of Friday.night. 22-ofﬁher crew died and‘17
-wefe'iﬁjured. The.injuféd are now receiving full medical

attention in hospital ships of the Fleet.

Since that action the Task Force has been reinforced
by the arrival of more, highly capable, warsﬁips, more than

compensating for those damaged or lost in action so far.
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 * The followlng day, Saturday, saw a lull in the‘fighting.

hough the weather was good the Argentine airforce launched

only one attack by 2 Skyhawks on our ships which was not pressed

home. Yesterday the Argentlne-airforce resumed thelr attacks

”_on ships of the Task Force in San Carlos Water. The alrc;éft

wli’werg'engaged by missiles from shlps, by shore based Rapier

";pgffér;esméhd by the combat air pafrols of Sea Harriers. 6-Miragq
'1aifq;é§t aﬁé 1 Skyhawﬁ are known to have been shot down - one- .
;-‘aiféféft:ﬁore than was first announced - and there"hav; been
'-ﬁﬁboﬁiirmed-repoffs of a further-% Mirage and 2-Skyhaﬁks also

'.éhqt down. Yesterday's events involved the loss of two-thirds

of the Argentine aircraft tzking part.

e
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In the meantime, action to make the blockade effective has
cogtinued. Sea Harriers from the Task Force yesterday deétfd}ed
2 Argentine helicopters and caused serious damage to another.
Task Forcg action also resulted in the beaching of a ship used
by the Argentines to ferry troops and ammunition arcund the Islands.

With the loss of re-supply ships and 6 helicopters the Argentine

Commander has lost all but a very limited capability to supply his

forces and move them around the Islgnds.
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j Merpeaker, I regret to confirm.that in yesterday's action,

the frigate, HMS ANTELOPE, sustained severe damage. Our latest

: inlormation -“and thls is based on prellmznary reports - is that

'1;‘one of her Shlps company was kllled and 7 others were wounded.

3 ,-I must also. 1nform the House w1th great regret of the loss of

- onié of.our_Sea Harrier!s last nlght. This aircraft met with an

acéident .Shortly after launching ffom one of our carriers and the

: ;pilot was killed Thls accident was not as a result cf Argentine

.« .- -action and :the cause has yet to be established. Next of kln have

been 1nformed

Mr Speaker - the intensive fighting of the last few days has
produced tragic loss of life on our side, and ‘the House will

Jjoin with me in conveying the deep sympzthy of the whole nation

to the relatives and friends of those killed and injured.’

We all feel deeply too for the constant concern and worry
of the families and friends of our Servicemen. They are showing

great patience and understanding in very difficult circumstances.
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Names of casualtles w111 not be released untll the next-of-kln_

have been 1nformed although to counter the false proPaganda coming

B out oiaﬁrgenu;naxwe_havehhad to give some general 1nformat10n on

#% 7" lithe progress’ of military action as soon as it is confirmed.

e

-Mr Speaker - Ouf'forcee are. nbw esteblished on the Falkland
Islands wlth ell the necessary supplies, together with thelr
heavy equlpment end air defence missiles. They have mobility with

a 1arge number of helicopters at their disposal - and <heir sPirlts

'::'are-hlgh.

But I must emphasise that our men still'face formidable
problems in difficult terrain with a2 hostile climate. We must
expect fresh attacks upon them, and there can be no question of
pressing the Force Commander to move forward prematurely - the

——
judgement about the next tactical moves must be his - and his alone.

But, one thing is certain, the days of the occupying Argentine

garrison -are numbered and it will not be long before the Falkland

Islanders once again have their democratic rights restored.
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